Meet the DinoRockers!

Imagine a truck full of dancing, singing prehistoric reptiles and their human sidekicks, crisscrossing the country....performing everywhere from the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC to the Luther Burbank Center in California. That’s DinoRock!  Recognized by the Emmy and Grammy Awards, Parents Choice Magazine and the American Library Association,  DinoRock is the missing link of children’s entertainment.



 
In 1981, Michele Valeri, children’s entertainer, educator, author and songwriter, was asked to compose songs about dinosaurs for the opening of the new Dinosaur Hall at the Smithsonian Institution's Natural History Museum in Washington, D.C.   Excited by the idea, she asked Broadway actor, and  award-winning composer and vocalist, Mike Stein, to co-produce DinoRock's first recording project, Dinosaur Rock, for Harper Audio, which was immediately placed on the Parent's Choice and American Library Association's Best Children's Audio Recordings list.


In 1984, Michele and Michael recruited puppeteer Ingrid Crepeau, who had just won two Emmy awards for her work on the children’s television series, Sneakers.  Together they created a stage version of Dinosaur Rock which played to full houses nationwide, from The Museum of Science in Boston to the Luther Burbank Theater in Santa Rosa, Calif.


The DinoRockers toured nationally for 16 years, crisscrossing the country and performing at The Kennedy Center in Washington D.C., The Brooklyn Academy of Music in New York, The Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center in Florida,The Kimo Theater in Albuquerque, New Mexico and The Holt Center in Eugene, Oregon to name a few.  Celebrating their 21st year with a bonanza of Grammy nominated songs and lovable, dinosaur characters,  Ingrid and Michele still love their work.

MICHELE VALERI
 .....a native Washingtonian, is an award winning singer, songwriter and children's entertainer.  Her years of teaching and performing have taken her to every kind of stage, from elementary school auditoriums to the Smithsonian Institution, the Kennedy Center and the White House. She has performed in South America, Europe and the Far East under the auspices of the United States Information Agency.


Since 1981 she has been a Master Artist with the Wolf Trap Institute for Early Learning Through the Arts. She also remains on the Kennedy Center's roster of performing artists who do workshops through their Partners-in-Education national network. When not performing, Michele travels around the country doing demonstration classes and teacher-training workshops on how to convert performing arts activities into classroom teaching techniques for both Wolf Trap and the Kennedy Center.  


Michele has created, performed and coproduced 5 award–winning children's recordings.  Following the success of the recording and show, Dinosaur Rock! , Michele wrote and performed the next dinosaur adventure The Great Dinosaur Mystery with Ingrid Crepeau and Joe Pipik in 1993.    Produced by Cathy Fink and Marcy Marxer, the recording of the Mystery won a Wammie  (Washington Area Music Award ) in 1994 for best children's recording; and DinoRock was named best children's theater company in the Washington D.C. area.   The CD Dreamosaurus, again produced by Fink and Marxer, received a Parent's Choice Gold award and was  nominated for a 1999 Grammy™ in the category of "Best Musical Recording for Children."  Michele has now written and performed in 8 shows for DinoRock Productions.   Michele can also be heard on cEllAbrations, the Grammy Award-winning tribute CD celebrating the songs of Ella Jenkins.
INGRID CREPEAU
......... has been designing and constructing puppets of all kinds for over 40 years. 

Ingrid joined The Allen Stevens Puppet Company at the Smithsonian Institution in 1971, where she designed, constructed, costumed and performed in productions for three years.  A cofounder of Patchwork Puppet Productions, Ingrid is the winner of two regional Emmy™ Awards for the puppets on SNEAKERS, an award–winning children's television series on WDVM–TV in Washington, D.C.  One of her many creations, ARBA the Eagle(a symbol for the bicentennial) has been accepted into the historical collection at the Smithsonian Institution.


Ms. Crepeau's creations have appeared in several major theatre productions in Washington, D.C., including the Arena Stage's production of Candide.  In 2001 she designed and constructed a puppet giant's  head and hand for a production of James Thurber's The Great Quillo at the Kennedy Center of the Performing Arts.  For 7 years Ingrid performed as the Ghost of Christmas Future, a rod puppet that stood 12 feet high, in the annual Ford's Theatre Equity production of Dicken's Christmas Carol. 


Ingrid has been a Master Artist with The Wolf Trap Institute for Early Learning Through The Arts since 1985, doing professional development workshops for teachers of young children and classroom work around the country, as well as presenting her work at national conferences for the NAEYC (National Association for Education of Young Children). 


 Ingrid’s book “A Show of Hands: Using Puppets with Young Children” was published by Redleaf Press in 2003 and has been used widely by parents and educators.  
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